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Executive Summary: Professional relationship between Aline Mendonça dos 

Santos and Boaventura de Sousa Santos 

This executive summary presents the main facts and documented evidence on the 

professional relationship between researcher Aline Mendonça dos Santos (AM) and 

Professor Boaventura de Sousa Santos (BSS). The source document extensively 

analyses personal, academic and professional interactions between the two from 2006 

to 2023, including written communications, academic collaborations, institutional 

involvements and mutual acknowledgements. 

Beginning of the professional relationship. 

The first contact between AM and BSS took place in 2006, at a cultural event in Brazil. 

Subsequently, AM showed interest in working under the mentorship of BSS. Despite 

later allegations, AM did not start her PhD in Coimbra, but undertook a doctoral 

internship from January to August 2008. In her communications at the time, AM 

expressed gratitude and admiration for BSS, noting that her internship had been 

"fruitful" (Exhibit 1: Thank-you email, August 2008). 
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Academic collaborations and development in the ALICE project. 

BSS invited AM to join the European ALICE project in 2011, recognising her expertise 

in solidarity economy. During her participation, AM received financial support for 

English classes, travel, and a postdoctoral fellowship (Exhibit 2: Meeting minutes of 28 

June 2012).  
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AM actively participated in organisational decisions of the project and expressed 

internal concerns that were cordially addressed by BSS (Exhibit 3: Email exchange on 

the project website, August 2012). 
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3. Documented accusations and contradictions. 

In recent interviews, AM has claimed that she suffered psychological harassment and 

that BSS sent her erotic poems. However, the book cited by AM as evidence (Falta de 

ar em plena estação) contains no such poems (Exhibit 4: Summary of the book, 2012).  

 

 

 

Moreover, the emails show that it was AM who shared texts of a personal and 

inspirational nature with BSS (Exhibit 5: Email of 20 September 2012). 



 6 

"Reading your comments on the UPMS text and your disappointment with the "stylistic", 

I felt like socialising with you a part of me that few people know about. Allow me to be 

so bold, and if you don't have time - fine - you'll read it another time".  

 

Continuity of the professional relationship and public recognition. 

After the end of the ALICE project, AM continued to collaborate with CES and BSS, 

soliciting support for events and participating in joint publications. In 2018, she brokered 

the granting of an honorary doctorate to BSS by the Catholic University of Pelotas, 

where she even accompanied him during the ceremony and gave interviews praising 

him (Exhibit 6: TVUCPel video, June 2018). 

 

 

Available at: https://www.facebook.com/tvucpeloficial/videos/1097998687008370/ 

 

In 2019, AM was part of the award committee for another honoris causa for BSS in 

Pernambuco and in 2022 published a chapter in the book Economies of Good Living 

co-edited by BSS and Teresa Cunha (Exhibit 7: Joint publication, Akal, 2022). 

https://www.facebook.com/tvucpeloficial/videos/1097998687008370/
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Internal evaluations of their scientific production. 

ALICE coordinators, such as Teresa Cunha, criticised the quality and length of the texts 

submitted by AM, pointing to the need for editing and possible cases of "copy-paste" 

(Exhibit 8: Teresa Cunha's email, December 2016). Despite the delays, the AM texts 

were finally published five years later than planned. 

From: Teresa Amal [mailto:teresacunha@ces.uc.pt] Sent: Friday, 9 December 2016 

8:50 AM To: Boaventura Santos <bsantos@wisc.edu>; alice1@ces.uc.pt Cc: Teresa 

Amal < teresaamal@gmail.com> Subject: Luciane and Aline's texts for the OE book. 

(. . .) 

As for Aline's text, there are several problems to be solved. The first is the length. It 

was almost 16,000 words long. I made suggestions for cuts in the track changes to 

reduce it to 8,8500 words. On the other hand, it is clear that she was not careful with 

the editing of the text and that there was copy-paste at several points (maybe from her 

thesis, maybe from other of her articles...). She will have to revise it carefully, both from 

a linguistic and formal point of view and from the point of view of the articulation of the 

parts. Sher dialogues with ES and your work, which is good, but she does not always 

draw all the possible consequences from the works she mentions. In my opinion, it is 

an important text for the book, but it needs to seriously focus on revisions. There are 

purely ideological aspects that also need to be worked on analytically. The graphs and 

figures can be illuminating for the argument and my proposal is to keep them even if 

she does not draw many consequences from them.  

I would like to take this opportunity, dear Boaventura (. . .). 

A big hug, 

Teresa 

Recent requests for collaboration. 
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Even in 2022 and 2023, AM maintained contact with BSS requesting support for joint 

projects and support to join the Lula government in the area of solidarity economy. 

For example, on 13 October 2022, AM participated in a conference at the Paul Singer 

Institute on "The University of Good Living and the Solidarity Economy", in which she 

praised the theory created by BSS, even talking about BSS's struggle against 

patriarchy. 

(Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=CeAUf0I2ays).  

This document is only a summary of all the existing evidence in relation to this 

relationship, which is shown to be professional, of continuous collaboration and 

mutual recognition.  

Aline Mendoza's recent allegations contrast with the content of emails, minutes, 

publications and public appearances, which show no consistent signs of an abusive 

relationship. The evidence provided suggests an inconsistent narrative on the part 

of Aline Mendoza, given a history of consistent collaboration and praise for 

Boaventura de Sousa Santos over more than 15 years. 

 


