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Executive Summary – The case of Júlia Suárez-Krabbe (JSK) and her relationship 
with Boaventura de Sousa Santos (BSS) 

This executive summary aims to clarify the nature and scope of the relationship 
between Júlia Suárez-Krabbe (JSK) and Boaventura de Sousa Santos (BSS), following 
public allegations of misappropriation of intellectual work and alleged 
unacknowledged power dynamics. The following points are highlighted: 

1. JSK was never a student of BSS nor was she supervised by him, and she 
did not participate in the interviews that sparked the public allegations, such 
as those in Agencia Pública or the NOW channel. However, she did sign the 
sixth letter from the group of victims, which is striking in light of the facts 
that follow. 

2. The relationship between JSK and the CES was limited and professional, 
within the framework of the European project "Tolerace, The semantics of 
tolerance and (anti)racism: public organisations and civil society, a 
comparative perspective" (March 2010 - February 2013), where BSS acted as 
coordinator. During this project, there was no direct working relationship 
between the two. 

3. Subsequent sporadic and consensual collaborations. For example, on 15 
April 2016, BSS invited JSK to write an entry for the ALICE dictionary on 
modernity and Eurocentrism, a proposal she accepted enthusiastically. 
(Evidence 1: email dated 15 April 2016) 

 

4. Academic exchange and mutual courtesy: both shared praise and gestures 
of professional respect, such as when JSK sent a copy of her book to BSS and 
was subsequently invited by him to write a chapter for The Pluriverse of 
Human Rights: The Diversity of Struggles for Dignity. (Evidence 2: email dated 
10 June 2016): 
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o JSK is listed as the sole author of Chapter 11, with no co-authorship 
by BSS. 

o BSS acts as coordinator, not as author. 

o JSK gave her consent for publication. 

Therefore, the accusation of intellectual appropriation is unfounded.  

An excerpt from the book can be found at this link: 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Pluriverse-of-Human-Rights-The-Diversity-of-
Struggles-for-Dignity-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity/DeSousaSantos-
Martins/p/book/9781032012216?srsltid=AfmBOoqiazvgRhSPCgXEwmsNm6KrRSf
E2DdkGJCDc_lXKV8iJYWUehZK#googlePreviewContainer 

 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Pluriverse-of-Human-Rights-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity/DeSousaSantos-Martins/p/book/9781032012216?srsltid=AfmBOoqiazvgRhSPCgXEwmsNm6KrRSfE2DdkGJCDc_lXKV8iJYWUehZK#googlePreviewContainer
https://www.routledge.com/The-Pluriverse-of-Human-Rights-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity/DeSousaSantos-Martins/p/book/9781032012216?srsltid=AfmBOoqiazvgRhSPCgXEwmsNm6KrRSfE2DdkGJCDc_lXKV8iJYWUehZK#googlePreviewContainer
https://www.routledge.com/The-Pluriverse-of-Human-Rights-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity/DeSousaSantos-Martins/p/book/9781032012216?srsltid=AfmBOoqiazvgRhSPCgXEwmsNm6KrRSfE2DdkGJCDc_lXKV8iJYWUehZK#googlePreviewContainer
https://www.routledge.com/The-Pluriverse-of-Human-Rights-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity-The-Diversity-of-Struggles-for-Dignity/DeSousaSantos-Martins/p/book/9781032012216?srsltid=AfmBOoqiazvgRhSPCgXEwmsNm6KrRSfE2DdkGJCDc_lXKV8iJYWUehZK#googlePreviewContainer


 

3 
 

 

5. In 2018, JSK enthusiastically supported the proposal to award BSS an 
honorary doctorate, an honoris causa doctorate from Roskilde University, 
indicating a positive and intellectually respectful relationship (evidence 3: 
email dated 14 June 2018, sent by Professor Stephen Carney). 
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JSK's reaction to this news: 

 

 

6. The relationship between the two remained cordial until very recently. 
For example: 

o On 17 December 2022, JSK wrote a friendly message to BSS. 

o On 30 March 2023, he sent him another message in a cordial and 
personal tone (Exhibit 4: messages dated 17 December 2022 and 30 
March 2023). 

 

(17 December 2022) 
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(30 March 2023) 

I light of this timeline and evidence, the signing of the sixth letter by Julia Suarez-
Krabbe is contradictory, considering the voluntary professional collaboration, 
mutual recognition, and explicit support of BSS towards her career. No objective 
elements supporting an accusation of academic extractivism are identified in this 
case. 


